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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 66989 10.5 2.8 20 52.4 99.9
2 66646 10.2 3.1 20 51.1 99.4
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Answer Question 1 and Question 2.

In this unit you will be assessed for your writing skills, including the presentation of your work.
Take special care with handwriting, spelling and punctuation.

Think about the purpose, audience and, where appropriate, the format for your writing.

A guide to the amount you should write is given at the end of each question.

1. Last weekend you had to travel by train. The journey was disastrous and ruined your day.

 You decide to write a letter of complaint to the train company, making a convincing case for a full 
refund.

 Write your letter. [20]

 The quality of your writing is more important than its length. You should write about one to two 
pages in your answer book.

  

  

  

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.







































(4172-02)

2

Answer Question 1 and Question 2.

In this unit you will be assessed for your writing skills, including the presentation of your work.
Take special care with handwriting, spelling and punctuation.

Think about the purpose, audience and, where appropriate, the format for your writing.

A guide to the amount you should write is given at the end of each question.

2. ‘Teen View’, a magazine for teenagers, wants to publish lively reviews from its readers. Write a
review of a film or TV programme you have watched, or a book you have read.

Write your review. [20]

The quality of your writing is more important than its length. You should write about one to two
pages in your answer book.
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UNIT 2:  WRITING (HIGHER TIER)  (40 marks) 
 


Q.1 Last weekend you had to travel by train. The journey was disastrous and ruined your day. 
 


You decide to write a letter of complaint to the train company, making a convincing case 
for a full refund.   
 


 Write your letter. [20] 
 


Content and organisation (13 marks)  
 


0 marks: not worthy of credit  
 


Band 1  1-3 marks  
 


 basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task  


 some awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic  


 simple sequencing of ideas provides some coherence  


 paragraphs may be used to show obvious divisions or group ideas into some order  


 there is a limited range of vocabulary with little variation of word choice for meaning or effect  
 


Band 2  4-6 marks  
 


 shows awareness of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 a sense of purpose shown in content coverage and some reasons are given in support of 
opinions and ideas  


 sequencing of ideas provides coherence  


 paragraphs are logically ordered and sequenced (e.g. topic sentences are supported by 
relevant detail)  


 a clear attempt to adapt style to purpose / audience  


 there is some range of vocabulary, occasionally selected to convey precise meaning or to 
create effect  


 


Band 3  7-9 marks  
 


 shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 clear sense of purpose shown in content coverage; appropriate reasons given in support of 
opinions/ ideas  


 ideas are shaped into coherent arguments  


 paragraphs are used consciously to structure the writing  


 style is adapted to purpose / audience  


 there is a range of vocabulary selected to convey precise meaning or to create effect  
 


Band 4  10-13 marks  
 


 shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 content coverage is well-judged, detailed, and pertinent  


 arguments are convincingly developed and supported by relevant detail  


 ideas are selected and prioritised to construct sophisticated argument  


 paragraphs are effectively varied in length and structure to control progression  


 confident and sophisticated use of a range of stylistic devices adapted to 
purpose/audience  


 a wide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used to create effect or convey 
precise meaning 
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Sentence structure, punctuation and spelling (7 marks)  
 


0 marks: not worthy of credit  
 


Band 1  1 mark  
 


 sentences are mostly simple or compound  


 compound sentences are linked or sequenced by conjunctions such as ‘and’ or ‘so’  


 punctuation (full stops, commas, capital letters to demarcate sentences) is 
attempted where appropriate and with some accuracy  


 the spelling of simple words is usually accurate  


 control of tense and agreement is uneven  
 


Band 2  2-3 marks  
 


 sentences are varied and both compound and complex sentences are used  


 there is use of some subordination to achieve clarity and economy  


 some control of a range of punctuation, including the punctuation of direct speech  


 the spelling of simple and polysyllabic words is usually accurate  


 control of tense and agreement is generally secure  
 


Band 3  4-5 marks  
 


 a range of grammatical structures is used to vary the length and focus of sentences  


 simple, compound and complex sentences are used to achieve particular effects  


 a range of punctuation is used accurately to structure sentences and texts, sometimes 
to create deliberate effects, including parenthetic commas  


 most spelling, including that of irregular words, is usually correct  


 control of tense and agreement is secure  
 


Band 4  6-7 marks  
 


 there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence structure  


 there is a sophisticated use of simple, compound and complex sentences to achieve 
particular effects  


 accurate punctuation is used to vary pace, clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity and create 
deliberate effects  


 virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular words, is correct  


 tense changes are used confidently and purposefully  
 
 


It is presumed that candidates attaining Band 2 and above will have achieved the 
criteria listed in the previous band(s). Fine tuning of the mark within a band will 
be made on the basis of a “best fit” procedure, weaknesses in some areas being 
compensated by strengths in others.  
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Additional task-specific guidance 
 


Good answers may include some of the following features: 
 


 clear understanding of format/task 


 a sustained sense of register and purpose which meets the requirement for a letter (for 
example, the intention/direction of the letter should be established and sustained) 


 clear sense of engagement with audience 


 a clear and coherent approach/viewpoint (perhaps looking in detail at some aspects of 
the complaint and/or ranging more widely) 


 a logical structure within which any arguments are pursued effectively and clearly 


 an evident sense of cohesion with material linked effectively (use of 
connectives/subordination) 


 a range of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and give substance to ideas 
and opinions (skilful use of facts/figures/anecdotes) 


 some development of ideas and opinions to give substance to the writing 


 ability to move from the general to the particular or vice-versa (specific examples used 
within a coherent approach to the topic) 


 expression is clear and controlled (the best answers will show ambition and sophistication 
as well as accuracy) 


 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features: 
 


 uncertain grasp of task/format 


 uncertain sense of purpose and register (for example, ignoring the requirement for a 
formal letter) 


 (very) limited awareness of the reader/audience 


 less secure control of structure (uncertain or random sequencing) 


 content is thin, brief and lacking substance (perhaps uncertain in direction) 


 a tendency for details to be handled in isolation with limited sense of linking or cohesion 
(uneasy with connectives/subordination) 


 details are thin or generalised with little sense of development (for example, a single 
sentence for each topic such as everyone knows trains are delayed) 


 limited development of ideas/opinions and a tendency to simple assertion 


 expression lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited)  


 errors are basic and/or numerous 


 


  





		Blank Page

		Blank Page
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Q.2 ‘Teen View’, a magazine for teenagers, wants to publish lively reviews from its readers. 
Write a review of a film or TV programme you have watched, or a book you have read.  


 
 Write your review.  [20] 
 


Content and organisation (13 marks)  
 


0 marks: not worthy of credit  
 


Band 1  1-3 marks  
 


 basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task  


 some awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic  


 simple sequencing of ideas provides some coherence  


 paragraphs may be used to show obvious divisions or group ideas into some order  


 there is a limited range of vocabulary with little variation of word choice for meaning or 
effect  


 
Band 2  4-6 marks  
 


 shows awareness of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 a sense of purpose shown in content coverage and some reasons are given in support 
of opinions and ideas  


 sequencing of ideas provides coherence  


 paragraphs are logically ordered and sequenced (e.g. topic sentences are supported by 
relevant detail)  


 a clear attempt to adapt style to purpose / audience  


 there is some range of vocabulary, occasionally selected to convey precise meaning or 
to create effect  


 
Band 3  7-9 marks  
 


 shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 clear sense of purpose shown in content coverage; appropriate reasons given in support 
of opinions / ideas  


 ideas are shaped into coherent arguments  


 paragraphs are used consciously to structure the writing  


 style is adapted to purpose / audience  


 there is a range of vocabulary selected to convey precise meaning or to create effect  
 


Band 4  10-13 marks  
 


 shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 content coverage is well-judged, detailed, and pertinent  


 arguments are convincingly developed and supported by relevant detail  


 ideas are selected and prioritised to construct sophisticated argument  


 paragraphs are effectively varied in length and structure to control progression  


 confident and sophisticated use of a range of stylistic devises adapted to 
purpose/audience  


 a wide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used to create effect or convey 
precise meaning 
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Sentence structure, punctuation and spelling (7 marks)  


 
0 marks: not worthy of credit  


 
Band 1  1 mark  
 


 sentences are mostly simple or compound  


 compound sentences are linked or sequenced by conjunctions such as ‘and’ or ‘so’  


 punctuation (full stops, commas, capital letters to demarcate sentences) is 
attempted where appropriate and with some accuracy  


 the spelling of simple words is usually accurate  


 control of tense and agreement is uneven  
 


Band 2  2-3 marks  
 


 sentences are varied and both compound and complex sentences are used  


 there is use of some subordination to achieve clarity and economy  


 some control of a range of punctuation, including the punctuation of direct speech  


 the spelling of simple and polysyllabic words is usually accurate  


 control of tense and agreement is generally secure  
 


Band 3  4-5 marks  
 


 a range of grammatical structures is used to vary the length and focus of sentences  


 simple, compound and complex sentences are used to achieve particular effects  


 a range of punctuation is used accurately to structure sentences and texts, sometimes 
to create deliberate effects, including parenthetic commas  


 most spelling, including that of irregular words, is usually correct  


 control of tense and agreement is secure  
 


Band 4  6-7 marks  
 


 there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence structure  


 there is a sophisticated use of simple, compound and complex sentences to achieve 
particular effects  


 accurate punctuation is used to vary pace, clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity and create 
deliberate effects  


 virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular words, is correct  


 tense changes are used confidently and purposefully  
 
 


It is presumed that candidates attaining Band 2 and above will have achieved the 
criteria listed in the previous band(s). Fine tuning of the mark within a band will be 
made on the basis of a “best fit” procedure, weaknesses in some areas being 
compensated by strengths in others.  
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Additional task-specific guidance 


Good answers may include some of the following features: 


 clear understanding of format/task 


 a sustained sense of register and purpose which meets the requirement for a review (for 
example, a lively, opinionated or witty approach, establishing contact with the reader)  


 clear sense of engagement with audience 


 a clear and coherent approach/viewpoint (perhaps looking in detail at some aspects of the 
book, film or TV programme and/or ranging more widely) 


 a logical structure within which any ideas are pursued effectively and clearly 


 an evident sense of cohesion with material linked effectively (use of 
connectives/subordination) 


 a range of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and give substance to ideas and 
opinions (skilful use of facts/opinions/anecdotes) 


 some development of ideas and opinions to give substance to the writing 


 ability to move from the general to the particular or vice-versa (specific examples used within 
a coherent approach to the topic) 


 expression is clear and controlled (the best answers will show ambition and sophistication as 
well as accuracy) 


 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features: 


 uncertain grasp of task/format 


 uncertain sense of purpose and register (for example, ignoring or misunderstanding the 
requirement for a review) 


 (very) limited awareness of the reader/audience 


 less secure control of structure (uncertain or random sequencing) 


 content is thin, brief and lacking substance (perhaps uncertain in direction) 


 a tendency for details to be handled in isolation with limited sense of linking or cohesion 
(uneasy with connectives/subordination) 


 details are thin or generalised with little sense of development (for example, a single sentence 
for each topic such as everyone likes this film) 


 limited development of ideas/opinions and a tendency to simple assertion 


 expression lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited)  


 errors are basic and/or numerous 
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